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True top-shells (family Trochidae)
1. Notogibbula bicarinata (A. Adams, 1854).
Cox's top-shell. 3 mm. Lives subtidally
among seagrass in sheltered environments.
Uncommon in Tas., and confined to the N
coast and Bass Strait islands. QLD, NSW, TAS,
VIC and SA.

2. Notogibbula lehmanni (Menke, 1843).
Lehmann's top-shell. 3 mm. Lives subtidally
among seagrass in sheltered environments.
Uncommon in Tas., and confined to the N
coast and Bass Strait islands. TAS, VIC, SA

and WA. Cantharidella picturata (& mm,

not illustrated) and C. tiberiana (7 mm, not
illustrated) are small, colourful top-shells
with taller spires; can be found in shell-grit on
exposed shores, the former only in NE Tas.

3. Phasianotrochus bellulus (Dunker, 1845).
Beautiful kelp-shell. 20 mm. Lives subtidally
among seaweed and seagrass in moderately
sheltered environments. Rare in Tas., and
largely confined to the ME coast and Flinders
Island. TAS, VIC and SA.

4, Phasianotrochus irisodontes (Quoy and
Gaimard, 1834). Rainbow kelp-shell. 12 mm.
Shells of live animals often washed with
iridescent-green or violet, but pigmentation is
very superficial and easily worn off, exposing
the nacrecus basal layer. Lives subtidally
among seaweed and seagrass. Widespread
and common. TAS, VIC, SA and WA.

5. Phasianotrochus rutilis (A. Adams, 1853).
Pink-tipped kelp-shell. 18 mm. Worn
specimens are difficult to distinguish from

B jrisodontes, though this species grows
significantly larger. Lives subtidally among
seaweed and seagrass. Widespread, although
confirmed records in Tas. are relatively few.
TAS, VIC and SA.

6. Phasianotrochus eximius (Perry, 1811).
Choice kelp-shell. 35 mm. Shells of fresh
specimens may be brick-red or olive-green,
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sometimes with paler wavy, concentric and/
or axial lines. Worn specimens are nacrecus,
often with a greenish tinge. Lives subtidally
among seaweed and seagrass, especially

in moderately exposad environments.
Widespread and quite common. NSW, TAS,
VIC, SA and WA. P apicinus {20 mm, not
illustrated) is a smaller species that may
possibly occur on the N coast.

7. Thalotia conica (Gray, 1827). Conical kelp-
shell. 20 mm. Lives intertidally and subtidally
among seaweed and seagrass, especially

in moderately sheltered environments.
Commaon on the N coast and around the Bass
Strait islands; rare or absent to 5. TAS, VIC,
SA and WA, Prothalotia lehmanni (20 mm,
not illustrated) is a smaller species that has
been recorded on at least one occasion on
the NW coast.

8. Bankivia fasciata (Menke, 1830). Banded
kelp-shell. 20 mm. Shells come in a wide
range of basal colours and overlaid patterns.
Lives subtidally on sand, particularly

in moderately exposad environments.
Widespread and locally abundant. NSW,
TAS, VIC and SA. Leiopyrga lineclaris (3 mm,
not illustrated) and L. octona (12 mm, not
illustrated) are two smaller species that have
been recorded very occasionally in NE Tas.

9. Ethminolia vitiliginea (Menke, 1843).
Blotchy top-shell. 10 mm. Very similar to E.
probabilis, but umbilicus relatively narrow.

Lives subtidally among seaweed and seagrass.

Rare in Tas., and confined to the N coast and
Bass Strait islands; most likely to be found
towards the NW. TAS, VIC, SA and WA,

10. Ethminolia probabilis Iredale, 1924 May's

top-shell. 10 mm. Very similar to E. vitiliginea,
but umbilicus relatively broad. Lives subtidally

among seaweed and seagrass. Rare in Tas.,
and largely confined to the N coast and Bass

Strait islands; most likely to be found towards

the NE. NSW, TAS and VIC.
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